
 

   

 Parish Mission Statement 

Our parish is a faith sharing Roman Catholic community endowed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.   
We cherish the virtues of faith, hope, and love and seek their enrichment through the sacramental life of the 
Church by: 
 

†Promoting strong family life 
†Providing meaningful Catholic education programs for all 
†Encouraging our youth to live the truth of the Gospel 
†Advocating justice and providing for those in need 
†Receiving all who seek to affirm their relationship with God through the Catholic faith 

 
We accomplish this mission sharing our time, talent, and treasure to serve our church and civic community by 
reflecting God’s love and forgiveness. 
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2008 Holy Week Schedule 

Monday  March 17 Chrism Mass (Cathedral) 7:00 p.m.  

Tuesday  March 18 Penance Service 
 Confessions from 7:00 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m.  

Wednesday   

March 19 
Tenebrae Service  7:00 p.m. 

Holy Thursday 

March 20 
Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper 7:30 p.m. 

Good Friday   

March 21 

Stations of the Cross 

Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

12:00 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

Holy Saturday  

March 22 

Confessions 

Easter Vigil 

(No 5:00 p.m. Mass) 

3:00 - 4:30 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

 

Easter Sunday 

 March 23 

Mass Schedule 

(No 6:00 p.m. Mass) 

7:00 a.m. (Church) 

8:30 a.m. (Church) 

8:30 a.m. (School) 

10:00 a.m. (Church) 

10:00 a.m. (School) 

11:30 a.m. (Church) 

Every Friday During Lent Stations of the Cross 12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
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     A school teacher asked her class, “Who is the 
greatest living person?”  Some of the children 
gave her the names of presidents and other 
prominent persons. But one little girl surprised 
everyone with her loud voice as she declared 
emphatically “JESUS”. 
     The teacher reminded the student that she had 
asked for the greatest LIVING person.  With even 
greater emphasis this little girl responded with cer-
tainty, “BUT HE IS LIVING !” 
     Yes, out of the mouths of babes and children!  In the midst 
of this Lenten Season,  the message has clearly rolled over 
from our Christmastime that Jesus is “God with us.”  He is pre-

sent! He is living!  And with great Easter joy we 
will soon acclaim, that “He is risen!”  Yes, this 

special time of Lenten preparation culminates 
in the wonderful sacredness of Holy Week.  It 
is our hope that together we can bring more 
attention to the necessity to prepare and 
celebrate with joy the unbounded story of 
Christ’s redeeming love and our salvation. 

Though there is much activity taking place 
through the construction phase of our building campaign, 

the importance of Lent, Holy Week and Easter cannot be over-
shadowed by these other temporal concerns.     
  (Continued on  page 8)   
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     The celebration of my 50th anniver-
sary of ordination to the sacred 
priesthood is very special to me.  I 
could not describe in words how 
much the Lord has blessed me in 
my priesthood.  I have told so many 

people over the years that if I had my 
life to live again, there is no doubt I 

would choose to be a priest. 
     Before my retirement from administration, 
in July of 2003, I had served in six different 
parishes throughout the State of Rhode Is-
land.  In the last two I served as Pastor – St. 
Francis de Sales in North Kingstown (12 
years) and here in our beloved parish of SS 
John and Paul (14 years).  I had also been 
actively involved in the liturgical renewal, 
stemming from the Vatican Council.  I served 
as chairman of the Diocesan Liturgical Com-
mission and the New England Liturgical Com-
mittee.  I also served as Episcopal Vicar 
(Dean) of the Kent County Deanery and the 
Pawtuxet Valley Deanery for several years.      

    However, my fondest memories are the 
years I spent as Pastor of SS John and Paul.  
Believe me when I say it is the people of this 
wonderful parish that I miss the most.  I also 
want to thank Fr. Grenon for always making 
me feel so welcome in returning to this special 
place. 
     Since my retirement I continue to be very 
active.  I assist at St. Thomas More in Narra-
gansett as well as volunteer at the prison 
(A.C.I.) in Cranston.  I still get great joy in ten-
nis, racquetball, and skiing.  God has been so 
good to me. 
     I want to thank each one of you for helping 
to make my life as a priest and as pastor of 
your parish such a wonderful and rewarding 
experience.  I certainly hold you in my 
cherished memories and ask that you 
would remember me in your prayers. 
 
     Fr. Henry 
   
 

Theme: Retreating Into 
the Wilderness with Jesus  
 
Dates:  Lent is a forty-day 
period before Easter. It be-
gins on Ash Wednesday. 
We skip Sundays when we 
count the forty days, be-
cause Sundays commemo-
rate the Resurrection. Lent 
begins on 6 February 2008 
a n d  e n d s  o n 
22 March 2008, which is the 
day before Easter. In the 
Roman Catholic Church, 
Lent officially ends at sun-
down on 20 March (Holy 

Thursday), with the beginning of the mass of the Lord’s Sup-
per. 
Lent is a season of soul-searching and repentance. It is a 
season for reflection and taking stock. Lent originated in the 
very earliest days of the Church as a preparatory time for 
Easter, when the faithful rededicated themselves and when 
converts were instructed in the faith and prepared for baptism. 
By observing the forty days of Lent, the individual Christian 
imitates Jesus’ withdrawal into the wilderness for forty days.  
All churches that have a continuous history extending before  

 
 
AD 1500 observe Lent. The ancient church that wrote, col-
lected, canonized, and propagated the New Testament also 
observed Lent, believing it to be a commandment from the 
apostles. (See The Apostolic Constitutions, Book V, Section 
III.)  
 
Easter 
      
     Early Christians observed Easter on the same day as 
Passover.  Originally, the Christian Easter was a combined 
celebration, but in the 4th century Good Friday became a 
separate commemoration of the death of Christ, and Easter 
was thereafter devoted exclusively to the resurrection. Ac-
cording to an eighth century Benedictine monk, the name 
Easter is derived from the pagan spring festival of the Anglo- 
Saxon goddess Eostre, and many folk customs associated 
with Easter (for example, Easter eggs) are of pagan origin.  
Easter Day is currently determined as the first Sunday after 
the full moon on or after March 21.  
 
 
 

4 0  d a y s  o f  L e n t4 0  d a y s  o f  L e n t4 0  d a y s  o f  L e n t4 0  d a y s  o f  L e n t     

Celebrating 50 Years as God’s Disciple 
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G o o d  F r i d a y  W a l kG o o d  F r i d a y  W a l kG o o d  F r i d a y  W a l kG o o d  F r i d a y  W a l k     

     Join us on March 21st for this year’s Good Friday Walk.  
Spend some quality time on the ten-mile trek as we come to-
gether to remember our Lord’s suffering and ultimate sacrifice.  
The walk is a great way to be with old friends, as well as make 
new ones.   
     Saints John and Paul church has led the local affiliation the 
last ten years.  This year Fr. Henry will once again lead walkers 
in prayer and spiritual guidance. 
     Come and walk for a good cause (the annual “Walk-a-Thon” 
has helped hundreds of such Rhode Islanders.), while engag-
ing in an event that is both spiritually and physically rewarding. 
 
     For more information contact the rectory at 821-5764. 

       Holy Week is the last week of Lent, 
the week immediately preceding Easter 
Sunday.  It is a time to commemorate 
and enact the suffering (Passion) and 
death of Jesus through various obser-
vances and services of worship.  
     Palm Sunday observes the trium-
phal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem that 
was marked by the crowds, who were in 
Jerusalem for Passover, waving palm 
branches and proclaiming him as the 
messianic king. It is also known as Pas-
sion Sunday to commemorate the be-
ginning of Holy Week and Jesus’ final 
agonizing journey to the cross.  The 
English word passion comes from a 
Latin word that means "to suffer," the 
same word from which we derive the 
English word patient. 

     Tenebrae Wednesday (Latin for 
"shadows" or "darkness") is used as the 
Service of Darkness or Service of Shad-
ows, and it is usually characterized by a 
series of Scripture readings and medita-
tion done in stages while lights and/or 
candles are gradually extinguished to 
symbolize the growing darkness not 
only of Jesus’ death but of hopeless-
ness in the world without God. 
     Maundy Thursday, or Holy Thurs-
day represents the last day before Je-
sus was arrested.  The term Maundy 
comes from the Latin word mandatum 
(from which we get our English word 
mandate), from a verb that means "to 
give," "to entrust," or "to order." The 
t e r m  i s  u s u a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d 
"commandment," from John's account 

of this Thursday night.   
     Good Friday or Holy Friday com-
memorates Jesus’ arrest (since by Jew-
ish customs of counting days from sun-
down to sundown it was already Fri-
day), his trial, crucifixion and suffering, 
death, and burial. The service ends in 
darkness, sometimes with a final can-
dle, the Christ candle, carried out of the 
sanctuary, symbolizing the death of Je-
sus. Often the service concludes with a 
loud noise symbolizing the closing of 
Jesus’ tomb (see The Empty Tomb). 
The worshippers then leave in silence 
to wait. 
     Holy Saturday is the seventh day of 
the week, the day Jesus rested in the 
tomb. It is traditionally a day of quiet 

meditation as Christians con-
template the darkness of a 
world without a future and 
without hope apart from God 
and his grace.  It is also a 
time to remember family and 
the faithful who have died as 
we await the resurrection, or 
to honor the martyrs who 
have given their lives for the 
cause of Christ in the world.  
Saturday has traditionally 
been a time of reflection and 
waiting, the time of weeping 
that lasts for the night while 
awaiting the joy that comes in 
the morning (Psa 30:5). 

The Days of Holy Week 
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    The Fr. John V. Doyle School pro-
vides the opportunity for its students 
to participate in a variety of competi-
tive athletic programs.  There will be 
series of articles in the newsletters to 
follow covering each sport.  This issue 
we will focus on basketball. 
     The school program is part of the 
Catholic Athletic League and main-
tains an “everybody plays” no cut pol-
icy.  There are four boys programs.  
The boys are broken down into two 
age levels, a 7th & 8th grade and a 4th 
through 6th grade program.  Each of 
the age levels has an experienced 
team and a team comprised of play-
ers who have played little basketball 
in the past.  The boys typically play 
their games on Saturday mornings.  
All together there are nearly 50 boys 
who play basketball for Fr. J. V. Doyle 
at these two age levels. 
     The girls have three programs.  A 
7th & 8th grade team, a 5th & 6th grade 
team, and a team comprised of 4th 
graders plus the lesser experienced 
5th graders.  The girls typically play 
Sunday afternoons.  The girl’s three 

girls programs have approximately 35 
playing basketball.  
     Saturday afternoons the gym at Fr. 
J. V. Doyle is reserved for the stars of 
the future.  That’s when the 1st 
through 3rd grade plays in an instruc-
tional league designed to do just what 
the program name implies, teach.  
The instructional games are held with 
a modified basket lowered to eight 
feet to accommodate the younger 
player’s lack of size.  There are over 
100 participants in the Saturday after-
noon league.  
     We all know the important roll 
sports can play in a young person’s 
life.  Being involved in athletics not 
only provides children with much 
needed exercise but it teaches them 
what it means to cooperate in a group 
effort and helps to show children how 
to deal with both winning and losing.  
Including a cheerleading squad of 32 
the basketball program at Fr. J. V. 
Doyle involves fully 60% of the total 
student body.  

     This past 
summer, the 
O u t r e a c h 

Committee of Saints John & 
Paul Parish conducted a 
drive for school supplies to 
assist students and schools 
in need.  The campaign ran 
for just three weeks in Au-
gust and collected nearly 
1300 pounds of supplies, 
which were distributed to 
four area schools:  St Paul’s, 
Edgewood; St Matthew’s, 
Cranston; Christ the Re-
deemer, West Warwick; and 
our own Fr. John V. Doyle 
School. 

     Items included crayons, 
erasers, glue, pencils, pens, 
rulers, note pads and other 
learning tools.  The success-
ful outcome of this project is 
just one of many examples 
of the enormous generosity 
of the parishioners here at 
Saints John & Paul… y-o-u-r  
“parish pride” and participa-
tion in parish events helps to 
make this a vibrant commu-
nity!  

Fr. John V. Doyle School  sports news 

A p p l e  t r e e  A p p l e  t r e e  A p p l e  t r e e  A p p l e  t r e e  

p r o j e c tp r o j e c tp r o j e c tp r o j e c t     
      April 24 - 29, Scholastic Book Fair  
    April 26, 11:00, First Communion (second grade) 
    May 9, Fourth grade play  
    June 6, 9:00, Pre-school graduation  
    June 10, 6:00, Eighth grade banquet  
    June 12, 9:00, Kindergarten Celebration  
    June 12, 7:00, Eighth grade video  
    June 13, Tentative last day of school  
    June 14, 11:00, Eighth grade graduation Mass  

S c h o o l  E v e n t s  S c h o o l  E v e n t s  S c h o o l  E v e n t s  S c h o o l  E v e n t s  
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W o r l d  Y o u t h  D a y  2 0 0 7  a t  S S J P  S c h o o lW o r l d  Y o u t h  D a y  2 0 0 7  a t  S S J P  S c h o o lW o r l d  Y o u t h  D a y  2 0 0 7  a t  S S J P  S c h o o lW o r l d  Y o u t h  D a y  2 0 0 7  a t  S S J P  S c h o o l     

N Y C  T r i p  N Y C  T r i p  N Y C  T r i p  N Y C  T r i p      

Thanksgiving Baskets     

 

     The Thanksgiving Food Basket program is supported by 
the Saints John & Paul’s CCD program.  Each elementary 
child is asked to contribute one food item that would be 
appropriate for a Thanksgiving meal for a family.  In addi-
tion to this donation, each child is asked to give $1.00.  This 
money is given in the form a gift card for the family to pur-
chase a Thanksgiving turkey.  Ann Sartell, religious educa-
tion coordinator, organizes this program with the assistance 
of Linda Macomber. 
  
     Ten families each received a food basket and gift card 
through this program. 

On December 15, 2007 Saints John and Paul parishioners enjoyed a day in NYC.  The event was led by Fr. Forcier and 
was an overwhelming success.  Plans are being made to continue this event in the future.  

Our World Youth Day took place on October 28, 2007.  Approximately 200 people attended the occasion which was 
held in the school gym.  SSJP’s Sr. Youth Group , which is open to teens between the ages of 14 and 18, sponsored 
the  event. There were a lot of fun things to do . The spiritual director is Fr. Forcier and the adult leaders are Mrs. 
Faria and Mrs. Jarvis. 

SSJP Sr. Youth Group 
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Usher Ministry 

men and women  

An Usher’s PrayerAn Usher’s PrayerAn Usher’s PrayerAn Usher’s Prayer 

 
 
Lord, you make all kinds of people, even people like 
me.  In your love, you gather them all into your Church.  
As you gather your people this day, help me to serve 
them in a Christ-like manner, even as your Son served 
those who gathered about him.  Make me prayerful and 
patient, helpful and understanding, and may I radiate 
the joy that faith brings as I serve their needs.  Give me 
your strength to support my fellow ministers.  May all 
who assemble to celebrate our common faith in the 
risen Savior be glad of heart for being here and for hav-
ing encountered your Son in one another, in our priest, 
at the tables of the Book and the Bread, and through 
the ministry of ushers like me. 
 

I ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen 

Sunday Masses 

7:00 a.m. 

Charles Harrigan 
Richard Harrigan 

 
8:30 a.m. 

Carlo Gamba 
Jack Mahoney 

 
10:00 a.m. 

Bill Alden 
Dennis Greene 

 
11:30 a.m. 

Al Muscento 
Jim Woolley 

 
6:00 p.m. 

Steve Lukowicz 

Saturday Mass 

5:00 p.m. 

   
   
   
   

Dave Dowling 
10:00 a.m. Mass 

David Simonelli 
11:30 a.m. Mass 

Ushers - New Members 
Welcome! 

John D'Amico Alan Marcella James Hall 
Raymond Jenkins Steve Autieri Joseph Padula 
William Vanderblt Matthew Marcella Ralph Rennie 
Adele Richtarik Roger Vallee Joseph Aschettino 
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Lector Ministry 

     Those participating in the lector min-
istry are called to proclaim the Word of 

God for all Masses offered throughout 
the Church year.   Typically, two lectors 
are scheduled for each mass held for ei-
ther Saturday night or Sunday Masses as 
well as Holy Days and other special litur-

gies. There is usually one Lector during weekday 
Masses. The lector's task is to reveal God's presence in 
the proclamation of the living Word for our parish commu-
nity. 
     The lector’s purpose is to provide the parish with dedi-
cated and professional lectors to proclaim the Liturgy of 
the Word as part of the celebration of the Mass. 
     Meetings of the lector ministry are called on an as 
needed basis.  Once scheduled, each lector is responsi-
ble for finding a substitute lector or contacting his/her 
partner lector if unable to serve at Mass. Schedules and 
other important information are relayed to lectors via our 
Parish Website or by schedules provided in the sacristy 
of the church.  Each lector is typically scheduled twice 
per month. 
     Saints John and Paul is blessed with the services of 
nearly 30 lectors.  Many of our lectors have served for 
several years; some just beginning their service while 
others having lectured for over a quarter of a century,  
thus lending a voice to the words of our Lord and his dis-
ciples.  No matter how long one has been a lector, how-
ever, each has made a significant contribution to what-
ever Mass she or he has served. 
      
     If anyone has an interest in becoming a lector at 
Saints John & Paul please notify Father D’Ambrosia 

at 821-5764. 

     The new parish center and the church expansion are 
now taking shape. The steel began arriving a few days be-
fore Christmas and you can finally see real progress. We 
have a lot to look forward to: new facilities, new landscaping 
and new parking arrangements. It will also be great to finally 
have the new entrance and exit to our campus on the South 
side of the property available for use. 
      As all of this develops we are in urgent need of your 
help. Our original fund raising goal called for us to receive 
pledges and gifts of $2,600,000. The remainder of the pro-
ject cost was to be fulfilled out of the parish reserves that 
had been saved over the years for future expansion. As of 
this writing we have raised $1,950,000 or $650,000 less 
than goal. The money committed so far has come from 
approx. 1000 of our parish families. Another 500 families 
have indicated that they were not in a financial position to 

help at the time they were 
contacted. Many of these 
did indicate however that 
they would try to provide 
some future financial sup-
port if their situation 
changed. Thus there are 
still slightly more than 
3000 families that have 
not responded to our pre-
vious calls for assistance. 
      In mid January we 
restarted our fund raising 
efforts in an attempt to 
raise the additional 

$650,000. This is where we need your help. 
     If you are one of the families that has not responded to 
date would you prayerfully consider making a gift or pledge 
to our capital campaign? 
     If you had previously responded in the negative but now 
find your financial situation in a better condition would you 
possible reconsider and make a gift or pledge to the cam-
paign? 
     If you have already made a pledge or gift but feel that 
you could increase your previous commitment it would be 
deeply appreciated. 
     Several memorial opportunities are still available. This is 
a wonderful and very special way to remember a loved one.     
Your positive response will be sincerely appreciated.  
     If you have any questions regarding our building project, 
the capital campaign or the memorial opportunities please 
contact one of the priests, the parish office or either of your 
parish trustees.  

“Honoring Our Past,  

Building Our Future” 

We need your help 

    
  N
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Mailing Ministry 
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Saints John & Paul Church 
341 South Main Street 
Coventry, RI  02816 
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(Continued from page 1)   
 
 Together, we cannot let our-
selves become distracted from 
the most important effort of our 
lives, the call to holiness.  Purg-
ing ourselves of our sinfulness, 
we are ready to welcome Jesus 
who is risen and is living.  
    I therefore invite you with 
great encouragement to use the time well by daily prayer, 
by scripture reflection, by devotions, by Eucharistic celebra-
tions and by charity and fasting.   
   As the time draws nearer, you will really experience the 
difference it makes acknowledging before others “BUT HE IS 
LIVING !” 

 
   
    COME JOIN US FOR OUR HOLY WEEK AND 
EASTER CELEBRATIONS! YOUR PRESENCE WITH 
US MAKES QUITE A DIFFERENCE.  SO WE DO HOPE 
TO SEE YOU SOON.  MAY GOD BLESS YOU 
THROUGHOUT THE LENT AND ESPECIALLY THIS 
EASTER TIME. 

 
      Rev. Paul R. Grenon, Pastor 

Let’s Hear From You   
Do you have news to share?  Have you moved to a new address?  Let us know.  Please call us at (401) 821-5764, or 
drop us a note: 341 South Main Street, Coventry, RI. 02816 

 
 
 


